Hello again from VASE. Just so you know we aren’t resting on our laurels, we are following up the release of the
Tonesetter 18 Combo with the up and coming Bass Combo, the Dynabass 200. With VASE amps and boxes in a variety
of venues and being showcased on YouTube as well as accompanying bands on gigs, you can see VASE in Action any
day of the week. You are always welcome here at Headquarters, as well, for a private session. Come in and see what
all the talk is about!

Sneak Peak: The Dynabass 200
We are so proud of our products here that we are not really good at keeping secrets. This month we are
going to give you a sneak peak at the next amazing VASE release and give you an inside look at some of
the planning and preparation that goes on behind the scenes.
Richard Faint is one of the VASE team members who is busy with this latest VASE undertaking. His
aptitudes range from research and development to the graphics
and design on the front and rear panels of our products.
If you think progress can’t be made via committee, you haven’t
met this team. The brainstorming, decisions and outcomes are
all thrashed out by VASE’s team of experienced veterans.

Prototype Dynabass 200 Bass Combo

The new VASE
Bass Combo will be
a complementary
product to the
Tonesetter 18,
being a compact
and punchy combo
product!

By the time a new release reaches you it will be thoroughly thought out, tested here and in the field
by ourselves as well as those of you out there who play under real world conditions!
What to name the new creation is always good for a heated discussion. We decided to go simple and
stick with the precedent: as this is a 200 Watt amp, it’s been dubbed the Dynabass 200.
There’s a prototype here at Headquarters for those of you who can’t wait to give it a try.

With Butch Bellert

In addition to getting lots of attention here in the VASE showroom and out over the web (thanks to
Doug Watt and his cadre of musicians who have produced some great video clips for YouTube and
Facebook), the Tonesetter 18 has had its debut in the field as well.
Butch Bellert took along the Tonesetter 18 Combo and an extension cab and put it through its paces at
a number of venues this month. It was featured with Dezzie C and the Stingrayz at The Morrison Hotel,
Lefty’s Old Time Music Hall and Geebung RSL.
The Massive Fergusons hosted the monthly BASEQ jam at the Royal Mail Hotel with the Tonesetter on
stage.
Here’s Butch’s VASE diary and some pictures from a couple of the gigs:

“Attached are a couple of photos from the weekend gigs,
sorry the quality is not 100% however you get the idea.
Friday night - Lefty’s, great
night and there is some video
out there as well, just used
the combo as that was all that
was needed, Mick the sound guy
wanted me to leave it there!!
You can see the ‘house’ Fender
Deluxe amp on the floor behind
the Tonesetter.
The Combo at Lefty’s at right and Geebung RSL at
left. The Morrison Hotel below.

Saturday night - Geebung
RSL, again, just used
the combo. Having the
ability to turn up the
gain and keep the master
down was a godsend.
Sunday afternoon Morrison Hotel weekly
Blues Jam (unfortunately
in the photo the amp
is obscured by me.)
Again I just used the
combo and it certainly
held its own in a room
full of tweed, and it

This was definitely a
loud screaming guitar
blues set, way different
to the other two gigs so
it has certainly proven
its versatility.

sounded great. This was definitely a
loud screaming guitar blues set, way
different to the other two gigs so it
has certainly proven its versatility.
I’m getting great feedback on the
amp from other guitarists as well,
especially yesterday at the blues
jam. There were several guitarists
there that I spoke to who were very
impressed by the Tonesetter and were
asking where they could get one. One
guy came up to me at the Geebung RSL
(rockabilly guitarist) and wanted to
know if Vase were still making amps,
so I told him the whole story and he
seemed keen.”

Thanks, Butch for helping spread the word and for getting the Tonesetter 18 out and about as well!

Dave Fitz-Herbert
Dave Fitz-Herbert is a busy musician who has music in his blood. His dad was an accomplished musician who was influential in
Dave’s early musical education. Here’s Dave’s musical journey in his words:

“S

tart in music as a player was from the age of 13 when I first
started mucking around with the guitar which was always
available at home, Dad showed me 3 chords in four different
keys and that was it, just watched others and soaked it up . Dad’s
influence was country from day one, always on the record player, him
and Mum always encouraged us to play, always jamming around the house
and Dad and Mum jiving in the kitchen, Dad used to tour a lot with
Barry Thornton (Slim’s old guitarist) and countless others , he always
said we would end up playing country I always said he was dreaming.
Originally I was going to be a bass player and built my first bass in
1985, also the same year I first came in contact with Vase. We had a
Solec bass amp (which I still use) and we wanted a bigger sound so a
friend of ours had a Vase rig at his house and let us borrow the quad
box, straight out the back of the Solec and straight into that box and
we became monsters, eight speakers of pure bliss.

Guitar story starts in 1987 when I left school and decided to play guitar, first band and guitar
was Black N Blue and had a Kinman blue print body with Tom Anderson neck, first amp (don’t laugh) a
solid state Dean Markley Amp, at the time being used by Bo Diddley in the States, good enough for
him good enough for me. I soon realised that once we started getting better I needed something with
some grunt this started my first association with Marshall, a Valvestate, from there I moved up from
combos to head and box configuration and settling on a JCM 900 Twin with a 1960 Vintage Marshall
quad, bigger was better when I knew nothing.
After that band I later formed Smokestack and start using Fender Hot Rods and Marshall 2 x 12 slave
boxes as my main rig for years. I then purchased a Fender Super Sonic Combo and used that as my main
amp (always had spare amps at gigs these were Ampeg Reverberocket’s and Vox AC15 when they came
out).
Having worked at AT (Acoustic
Technologies) in the mid 90s I
always kept in contact with Harry
through PA connection and was
excited when he first told me about
bringing back the iconic Vase brand
of amps; tried the first combo
and was hooked. I knew straight
away it was going to be something
special as I dialled up and started
playing, great from word go. When
Harry got me on board to use these
amps I was blown away and honoured
to be part of this also very
humbled as well. I love these amps
build, sound and response. They
have it in spades.
Forgot to mention band names, Black
n Blue 1989 this morphed into the
Dukes kinda around 1995. Chrome
Daddies 1999, Quickdraws 2007,
Mexico Bender 2007, Diamond Jacks
2012.”

You can find out more about what Dave is up to these days on the Dirty Dukes Facebook page.

VASE in Social Media
Creativity Well Managing Director and Principal Consultant, Paul Holland, has had significant experience in the
private and public sectors as an executive manager, company director, educator, business coach, media producer,
and interaction designer. He is a musician, VASE Board Member, past and present VASE owner and keeps us up to
date on Social Media.

Busy, busy month in April. Social media is hotting up with activity across all our channels.
Facebook continues to be our main aggregation site but terrific content is also being added elsewhere. Don’t forget
to check our whole family of SM channels.
With Facebook we’re spoiled for choices once again.

Jason Jaywah Castle (shown above) dropped around to play this beautiful Gretsch Chet Atkins Country Gentleman
(I’m jealous Jason) through the mighty little Tonesetter 18 Head and the VASE GC-212 Guitar Cabinet. Fabulous
sound. His vid is well worth watching. And he even had time to show us some great slide work.
We’re moving up in the world – all the way to Nepal in
fact. Great pic of Toni Childs (at left) with VASE gear in
tow playing in Nepal (really).

Our great friend Greg Trennery from Melbourne never
disappoints with his enthusiasm for VASE. He just had
to post another pic of his rig for us. ( That’s it at right).
If you are in Melbourne check out his new band the
HouseWreckers and listen for the thunderous bass.
Greg’s quote: “I love my new custom VASE 2x15 cabs!” The feeling, as usual, is mutual Greg.
Another pic (at left) is a reminder that VASE is proudly
made here. A couple of VASE V2-10H Bass cabs during
production and ready for delivery. Designed and
completely manufactured here in Australia!
Do my eyes deceive me
Harry? Another Gretsch?
Guitarist, amp builder,
tone nerd and VASE
team member Butch
Bellert (right) is taking the
Tonesetter Combo out and
about for some live gigs.
Check out Butch for some great music and experience
the Tonesetter in the wild.

Right at the start of April we posted a neat little video
showing all the colour combinations for the Tonesetter
18 Combo unit. Can’t choose? Buy one of each.
So what’s been plugged in to my trusty TSDX60 and 412 cab this
month? It’s been a Stones kind of month with Beggars Banquet and
Sticky Fingers on the turntable.Vox Teardrop (Brian Jones model) and
Zemaitis Metal Front + TSDX60.
What gear do you use? Please share.
Keep your contributions coming in. I always put in a reminder that
we can scan old slides and negatives if you have them. They will be
returned along with digital copies for your archives. Have a rummage
around and see what you can find. Polaroids were big in the 70s. There
must be thousands of those instant snaps around as well.
Just contact me at hollandp@bigpond.net.au or send them to:
Paul Holland
PO Box 2612
Chermside Centre, Q 4032
I’ll copy the pics and return to you. I’ll also email you digital copies.
The VASE Facebook page is: https://www.facebook.com/VASEAMPS
Check out our VASE TV channel on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/user/vasetvau/
A big effort is on to revitalise our Twitter presence. If you tweet, follow us and contribute. Follow us on Twitter at:
http://twitter.com/#!/vaseamps
Our new Instagram presence: http://instagram.com/vaseamps
And now on Pinterest as well: http://www.pinterest.com/VASEamps/
Let us know your thoughts direct on FB and Twitter or at info@vase.com.au
Keep your smart devices charged and ready to shoot when you’re out and about.
Cheers and rock on, Paul
That about does it for this month. Let us hear what you are up to and check in to our other
social media for updates between issues.
Take care,
Carol
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